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Be It Resolved: 
 

 

The faculty of Skidmore College expresses its 

profound appreciation and admiration for the 

following members of the Skidmore faculty who 

have this year expressed their determination to 

retire.  The faculty further resolves that the 

following biographical highlights be included in 

the minutes of the faculty meeting of April 30, 

2010 in recognition and celebration of their 

distinguished service and achievement.  

 

 



usan Jean Bender came to Skidmore in 1980, having earned a B.A. in German Literature from 
Goucher College and an M.A. in Anthropology from the State University of New York at Albany. 
After completing her Ph.D., Sue joined Skidmore’s tenure-track ranks in 1984, earning tenure in 
1989, and becoming a full professor in 2002.   

She broke new ground as the first archaeologist at Skidmore and, with colleagues Gerry Erchak and 
Jill Sweet, established the anthropology major. From the beginning Sue built bridges, between the 

scientific practices of archaeology and physical anthropology and the humanistic orientation of cultural 
anthropology, and also between those anthropological fields and the disciplines of sociology and social work. 
Her ability to make connections is a key aspect of her visionary approach to interdisciplinarity and curriculum 
in general.  

Even before receiving tenure, Sue accepted major responsibilities in key institutional roles, beginning in 1987 
as Coordinator for Liberal Studies I. Her deep institutional commitment and broad professional competence led 
to stints as Chair of the Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work (1992-1997, 2007-2010), 
Associate Dean of the Faculty (1998-2002), and Acting Dean of the Faculty/Vice President for Academic 
Affairs (spring 1999), as well as service on the Faculty Development Committee, the Committee on Faculty 
Governance, the Curriculum Committee, the Committee on Educational Policies and Planning, the Committee 
on Appointments, Promotion, and Tenure, the Institutional Policy and Planning Committee, the Faculty 
Executive Committee, and countless other committees and task forces.  

Throughout her career at Skidmore, Sue has made major contributions to our educational programs, including 
Liberal Studies, the First-Year Experience, Non-Western Culture, Cultural Diversity Study, and skill-based 
approaches to quantitative reasoning and writing. Her work is embedded in Middle States reports, external 
department reviews, student learning goals, and assessment initiatives.  Former Dean of the Faculty Phyllis 
Roth credits Sue with leading the charge to reconfigure the course load.  

Sue built institutional and curricular links between east and west before intercultural understanding became a 
goal in the current Strategic Plan.  Barry Pritzker, Director of Foundation and Corporate Relations, praises 
Sue’s achievements in securing grants for innovative projects; her collaborative work yielded the $900,000 
Freeman Foundation grant for a study-abroad program in Beijing as well as the Luce Foundation grant for a 
junior professor in Asian Studies.   

Sue provided significant leadership for the Tang in helping to develop and implement the Luce Grant for 
“Object Exhibition and Knowledge.”  Additionally, she co-directed the Mellon Foundation Faculty Seminar on 
“Teaching and Learning through Museum Exhibitions” and co-curated several projects including the Tang’s 
first major interdisciplinary exhibition, “The World According to the Newest and Most Exact Observations: 
Mapping Art and Science.”  

Beyond the College, Sue has maintained a broad commitment to her discipline, consistently publishing 
articles, chapters and field reports, serving in various capacities in the New York Archaeology Council and the 
Society for American Archaeology (from which she received Presidential Service Awards in 1999 and 2003), 
reviewing numerous manuscripts for American Anthropologist, Northeast Anthropology, and American 
Antiquity, and offering guidance on multiple dissertation committees for Ph.D. students at SUNY Albany.   

Sue built other kinds of bridges to her field as well by documenting and supporting the passage of women into 
anthropology.  In several published pieces she traced the history of women in anthropology and archaeology in 
particular. “Sue demonstrated that archaeology had a strong male bias,” notes Jill Sweet. She documented the 
constraining assumptions about “what male anthropologists should study (e.g., hunting and warfare) and what 
female anthropologists should study (e.g., child raising and domestic affairs).” Sue also documented that male 
control of research sites facilitated gendered stratification. She found that “women did the dirty work digging,” 
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Jill reports, “while the men made a name for themselves as directors of an excavation site,” and “got the 
academic jobs because of this.” 

Sue has also made major contributions to Upper Hudson regional archaeology. This work (often in 
collaboration with Ed Curtin) has included excavations at the Winney’s Rift site on Fish Creek; the Water’s 
Edge site overlooking Saratoga Lake, and the Stewart site in the Town of Easton, as well as extensive surveys 
of other sites in the Town of Easton, which have, collectively, illuminated early phases of Mohican Indian 
culture. “This contribution,” Ed explains, “represents Sue's advocacy on behalf of the fragile record of intact 
archaeological sites, which are increasingly threatened by development.”  

Sue has also undertaken hunter-gatherer archaeology in Colorado, which has led to a new series of grant-
supported studies. A large survey of the South Park area as well as meticulous lithic analysis reflects 
multifaceted investigation spanning thousands of years of human culture. The plethora of publications, 
presentations and reports extending from this research has created “a new picture of the landscape in 
Colorado,” colleague Heather Hurst notes, and facilitated the identification of South Park as a “cultural 
heritage area” with all the attendant resources and protections such a designation affords.  

Even as her research has taken her far afield, Sue has simultaneously kept her feet on (and hands in) the local 
ground. Sue collaborated with several colleagues in the development and delivery of an interdisciplinary 
course, entitled “Saratoga Landscapes,” about the archaeology, ecology, folklore, geology, and history of our 
local area. She has frequently advised and taught MALS and UWW students, supervised theses, and carried 
out collaborative research with numerous residential students. In recent years, she has taken students across the 
Atlantic to London and Paris, providing a bridge between continents, and between high school and college for 
first-year students.   

Most importantly, perhaps, Sue has escorted thousands of students to other times and places through the study 
of archaeology, museums, travel, and other encounters with cultural artifacts. Inspired by her example, intellect 
and mentoring, some of them pursued anthropology, as did her student Dr. Heather Hurst, now Sue’s successor 
at Skidmore. More generally, Sue has shown her students a “distant mirror” and thereby brought them home to 
a deeper understanding of their own culture and their own lives.  

Through various kinds of excavation and mapping, literally and figuratively, Sue has continuously 
collaborated in building bridges -- in terms of time, space, cultures, people, skills, and knowledge domains. A 
vital member of our campus community, Sue has forged countless relationships with students and alums, 
colleagues among the faculty, staff, and administration, and collaborative partners in the surrounding area. 
Colleagues describe her as “dedicated,” “fun,” “canny,” “judicious,” “an expert teacher,” and “a very good 
listener.” Writes one, “She has inspired me with her devotion to the College, her institutional perspective and 
ability, and her intellectual creativity.” Competent and caring, hard-working and good humored, steeped in the 
fundamentals of her discipline while always looking to other disciplines, agile as a leader and follower 
depending on what is needed, Sue is a wonderful colleague and friend.   

 
ary Elizabeth Correa came to Skidmore College in 1991, joining the faculty of the (then) Business 
Department; she had just completed her Ph.D. in Organizational Behavior and Human Resource 
Management at Purdue University.  This was the beginning of Mary’s second career.  She had 
already worked as a Clinical Nurse Specialist in Psychiatric Nursing for more than twenty years.  
Certainly, Mary always exemplified the ethos of nursing, the "caring profession," and brought the 

skills, attitudes, and compassion that she had developed in her nursing career into her professional life at 
Skidmore.   
 
Mary embraced the mission of Skidmore College with enthusiasm, energy, and great joy.  Her teaching 
responsibilities included courses in Organizational Behavior, Leadership, Comparative Management, and 
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Organizational Theory and Design.  With her strong interdisciplinary bent, she also participated in the Liberal 
Studies program and more recently the Scribner Seminars, as well as the International Affairs program, a 
program which she helped launch.  Mary also made significant contributions as a member of the Middle States 
Accreditation Steering Committee, and was a strong departmental voice in support of AACSB accreditation.   
 
Regarding International Affairs, Roy Ginsberg, Professor of Government, notes that “Mary was a major 
contributor to the founding of Skidmore's International Affairs program in the mid-1990s. She brought to the 
deliberations leading up to the program's founding a humanistic, medical scientific, comparative management, 
and otherwise interdisciplinary and global approach that so nicely bridged the business and management 
department with the other constituent departments who together ushered in the new program. Moreover, Mary 
was involved in the implementation and evaluation of the program as it evolved from a minor to a major, 
participated in federal grants to support the introduction of the new curriculum, introduced her new course on 
comparative management, and brought to the program a continuous love for international learning that is her 
most important and lasting legacy for her colleagues and students in International Affairs.”  
 
With respect to her more mainstream management and business courses, Mary particularly relished her 
Leadership course.  Her long-time colleague and office neighbor, Tim Harper, recalls that “Mary introduced 
the student coach role to the MB107 program within that course. Mary taught Leadership on a regular basis 
while integrating and directing the students to work with the MB107 student teams as if in a learning lab. The 
students applied leadership theory to the overall process related to the MB107 team’s development. The 
MB107 program has been successful, in part, because of Mary’s application of diverse pedagogies in the 
Leadership and Coaching courses and her creative input with respect to the design of the MB107 coach-student 
relationship. Mary was also part of the MB107 faculty team assisting in the selection of case studies, 
evaluating student dry run and final presentations, fostering relationships with the MB107 executives and 
working endlessly with MB107 student teams to perfect their final presentations.” 
 
Within the larger community, Mary was a passionate supporter of the MALS program, where she guided many 
students in independent studies, functioned as a faculty advisor, assessed final projects, and reviewed over 60 
individual graduate curricula during her several terms of service on the MALS committee.  John Anzalone, a 
former MALS Director, wrote that Mary's "rich varied intellectual history was of constant, vital use to the 
program and its students."  He further noted that "because of her background in psychiatric nursing and her 
detailed knowledge of policies and protocols in a variety of areas in the social sciences, Mary was an 
incredible resource for the many MALS students whose final projects had psychology, sociology or public 
policy emphases. She certainly spared students many false starts by helping them hone in on the issues that 
their projects could manage most effectively. Just as important as her deep awareness of the ramifications of 
student projects was her willingness to go the extra distance in helping students in their often unconventional 
work. Mary's attitude in this context was exemplary of the finest traditions of the MALS program and the 
UWW programs (which she also loved and served well)."   
 
But Mary's primary focus, first and foremost, was her undergraduate students, to whom she devoted enormous 
amounts of time and attention.  She was fully committed to their success, which she fostered with energy and 
enthusiasm, and took great pride in their accomplishments.  Mary always was willing to help, and students 
recognized this. 
 
Externally, Mary was a board member, and later a fellow, of the A.K Rice Institute, an organization dedicated 
to furthering the study of groups and organizations.  She also served on the Board of Directors of the 
Organizational Behavior Teaching Society and served as a consultant with Edge Associates of Pittsburgh, 
focusing on productivity enhancement, organizational design, conflict resolution, and career development.    
 
More locally, Mary served on the Board of Directors of Saratoga Bridges (formerly the ARC).  Mary joined 
the Board of Directors in 1998 and became President in 2002. During her tenure on the Board, Mary helped 
develop the organization’s first strategic plan, navigated the difficult road of changing the agency’s name 
(again from ARC to Saratoga Bridges), and initiated an agency leadership plan which was used to cultivate 



feature leaders in the field of supporting individuals living with developmental disabilities. More recently, 
Mary served as a representative of Saratoga Bridges to their state-wide association, where she took on the 
leadership role in the development of the organization’s training material.  As Valerie Muratori, the current 
Executive Director of Saratoga Bridges notes, “Mary’s guidance and support in these significant projects was 
instrumental to their success.  The organization certainly benefited from her vast intellect and commitment to 
quality, community-based services.  We at Saratoga Bridges are extremely fortunate to have had Mary as a 
Board member.”  Dovetailing with her work at Saratoga Bridges, Mary also became highly involved with 
NYSARC, where she served on the Board of Governors of NYSARC, chairing their Ethics Committee. 
 
In short, Mary was a tireless, committed faculty and community member who always put the needs of others 
above herself.  Her contributions to the Management and Business Department, the College, and the 
community were significant and will have lasting effects. 
 

rained as an art historian at the University of Minnesota for his B.A. and the University of Chicago for 
his M.A. and Ph.D., Rob Linrothe joined the then Department of Art and Art History to teach the 
history of Asian art in 1992 as a Visiting Assistant Professor, a position renewed for the following 
year.  In 1994, Rob joined the faculty in a tenure-track line and was promoted to Associate Professor 
in 2000.  While Rob’s area of specialty is Buddhist art of the Himalayas, specifically the pre-modern 

art and architecture of Ladakh and Zangskar and the contemporary revival of monastic painting in Amdo, by 
the time of his retirement to join the Department of Art History at Northwestern in 2010 as an Associate 
Professor, he had taught, or was teaching, the following classes: Survey of Asian Art, Survey of East Asian 
Art, Survey of South and Southeast Asian and Himalayan Art, Hindu Art, Japanese Art, Islamic Art, Chinese 
Painting, Tibetan Art, Buddhist Art of East Asia, Ancient Chinese Art, and Buddhist Art of South Asia. 
 
In 2008-2009 Rob was the recipient of a prestigious Getty Research Institute residential fellowship, one of just 
a handful of such opportunities for art historians in the country.  He also received a Faculty Resource Network: 
New York University, Scholar-in-Residence award in 2001, as well as Faculty Development Grants in 1994, 
1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2005, and 2007. 
 
While at Skidmore, Rob amassed an impressive collection of publications that include the following books: 
Ruthless Compassion: Wrathful Deities in Early Indo-Tibetan Esoteric Buddhist Art published in 1999, and he 
edited, with Henrik Sorensen, the volume Embodying Wisdom: Art, Text and Interpretation in the History of 
Esoteric Buddhism in 2001. 
 
From 2002-2004, Rob served as the inaugural curator of Himalayan art at the Rubin Museum of Art (RMA), 
New York, which opened to the public in October of 2004.  During his tenure at the RMA, Rob authored two 
catalogs to coincide with the museum's opening exhibitions: Paradise & Plumage: Chinese Connections in 
Tibetan Arhat Paintings; and with Jeff Watt, Demonic Divine: Himalayan Art and Beyond.  In 2006, Rob was 
chief curator as well as the editor of and principal contributor to the catalog for an exhibition at the RMA 
which opened in February 2006 entitled Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas.  
 
In addition to producing these many book-length and curatorial projects, Rob has also published well over 
thirty articles and essays in edited collections.  Somehow, he also found time to be an active member of the 
campus community, serving as Director of the Art History program for four years, Director of Asian Studies 
for two years, and Chair of the Beijing Steering Committee for one year.  Rob also served on key college 
committees that include the Committee on Appointments, Promotion, and Tenure; the Arts Administration 
Task Force; the Curriculum Committee; the Master of Liberal Arts Committee; the Social Integrity Board, and 
others. Rob also served on the search committees for the Director of the Tang Teaching Museum and Art 
Gallery, the Library Director, the Director of the Master of Liberal Arts Program, and others.  No wonder Rob 
was always puzzled by people’s perception that he was “never here.” 
 
Citations like these often give some insight into the personal lives of the retiree, detailing, for example, 
hobbies.  Given Rob’s amazing productivity in a field that requires extensive field work and facility in multiple 
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languages, it probably comes as no surprise that Rob doesn’t have any hobbies.  Last year, we might have been 
able to say that Rob enjoyed watching football, but he no longer gets TV reception, so he doesn’t even do that.  
For Rob, his work life has no separation from his personal life – they are one and the same, and it is a life that 
Rob undertakes with complete dedication and joy.  Rob doesn’t “work,” he lives. 
 
 

racula Aficionado, Lolita Lover, Multidimensional Mapper of Jane Austen, Madwoman in the Attic;  
Professor of English, Chair of English, Dean of the Faculty, Chief Academic Officer, President of the 
College, Enthusiastic Dancer; Loyal Friend, Mensch of a Colleague, Inspiration.  In her thirty four 
years at Skidmore College, Phyllis Roth has been all these things, and much, much more.   
 

Phyllis joined the Skidmore English Department as an Assistant Professor in 1976 and quickly established 
herself as an authority on Vladimir Nabokov and Bram Stoker.   In 1977, Phyllis published “Suddenly Sexual 
Women in Bram Stoker’s Dracula,” an article that immediately entered the Stoker critical canon, and that has 
stayed there ever since.  Republished numerous times, including in the Norton Critical Dracula, a MacMillan 
Casebooks edition, and Harold Bloom’s Critical Interpretations, Phyllis’s article set the standard for feminist 
approaches to this classic novel.  That its currency is undiminished is a rare achievement in the scholarly 
world, where tides ebb and flow, often erasing what has come before.  
 
In addition to her career-long scholarly work on Nabokov and Stoker, Phyllis has also left her mark on the 
pedagogy of college writing instruction.  An early and vigorous proponent of writing across the disciplines, 
Phyllis has helped us all, through numerous conference presentations, journal articles, and one co-edited 
volume, theorize the relation between writing and thinking, recognizing early, and reminding us often, that 
writing isn’t something that happens apart from thinking, but is a mode of thought itself.  
 
More recently, Phyllis has joined the charting of yet another frontier: the world of digital mapping, and its 
potential for literary studies.  Bringing the latest innovations from geographical information systems to the 
world of Jane Austen studies, Phyllis hopes to shed new light on Austen’s meticulous creation of a physical 
environment, leading to new opportunities for undergraduate students to conduct original research. 
 
What unites these exuberantly disparate threads is Phyllis’s unbridled intellectual curiosity, her genuine 
excitement in the face of new questions and fresh possibilities.  We speak to our students, and in our Strategic 
Plan, about the virtues of lifelong learning.  Phyllis’s scholarly career is moving testament to the rightness of 
that idea—to the notion that, for a life to be worth living, it must always be seeking a greater understanding, a 
new angle of vision, a fresh location from which to peruse, ponder, and dream.   
 
Phyllis found such a location—and achieved her greatest impact on the College—when she was named Dean 
of the Faculty in 1990, a position she held, along with Chief Academic Officer, until 2000.  Under David 
Porter’s leadership, Phyllis guided the faculty and the College through one of its most transformative and 
forward-looking decades. 
Phyllis was a Dean for change.  Susan Bender, who served with Phyllis as Associate Dean, describes her as “a 
force of nature, someone to be reckoned with, but who respected, listened to, and responded to the concerns of 
those surrounding her.  She was a genuine leader, and she had a vision for where she wanted us to go.”  
Embracing David Porter’s goals for the ‘90s, Phyllis worked energetically with the faculty to raise the 
academic tone of the institution, as well as its ranking, to new heights.  Moreover, she understood the 
importance of communicating the value of the liberal arts, and thus anticipated the need for an assessment 
strategy tailored to the aspirations of an institution like ours; emphasized the productive intersections of art and 
science, a function of her abiding commitment to interdisciplinarity; worked with Sara Schupf to articulate the 
ambitions for the Lubin Chair for Women in the Sciences, and with Arthur Zankel on the creation of the 
Zankel Chair in Management for Liberal Arts Students; and served as advocate for work/life balance, 
pioneering our first parental leave and shared appointment policies, and working tirelessly to achieve gender 
equity in faculty salaries.  
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Her most lasting contribution to the College, however, may lie in the part she played in taking the Tang 
Teaching Museum and Art Gallery from dream to reality.  Working closely with David Porter and Tad Kuroda, 
Phyllis had a prominent role in the definition and mission of the Tang as a teaching museum, and her vision 
and values can still be seen in the Tang’s innovative identity.  She was central to the selection of Antoine 
Predock as the museum’s architect, and worked closely with Predock on decisions about the site and shape of 
the future building, making sure that the Tang found a place at the geographical center of our curricular and 
cocurricular lives.  As John Weber, Dayton Director of the Tang, says, “Many college museums and college 
administrations want to copy the Tang’s model, but the resource none of them seem to have is a faculty that 
understands and embraces the notion of a teaching museum.  Phyllis was a key architect of the faculty culture 
of interdisciplinary collaboration that was fertile soil for that concept.”  
 
Phyllis’s partner during her decade as Dean and Chief Academic Officer was, of course, President David 
Porter.   As David reminds us, “Skidmore College was blessed to have Phyllis Roth for ten years as its Dean of 
Faculty, and I to have her as colleague, collaborator, and yes, occasional conspirator.  As Dean, Phyllis had the 
rare ability to balance a host of contrasting talents and capacities that are essential to handling this most 
challenging of college positions: strategic vision for the future on the one hand, attention to myriad daily 
minutiae on the other; toughness balanced by compassion, candor by confidentiality; people skills paired with 
financial acumen, swift action when possible with calm patience when necessary; showing one’s feelings when 
appropriate—but without ever quite waxing Roth.”  Dave Burrows, who worked with Phyllis as Associate 
Dean of the Faculty, recalls that “Phyllis Roth brought an outstanding combination of energy, intelligence and 
courage to the position of Dean of the Faculty.  I have known many Deans who have at least one of those 
qualities, but no one even comes close to the level of excellence she demonstrated in bringing all three 
qualities to the Deanship.  Being able to work with her was a wonderful privilege which I shall always value.”  
To this litany of professional and personal acumen, Sue Bender adds a crucial element: “She was just damn 
good fun to work with.”   
 
Of course, after serving the College as Dean of the Faculty and both Acting and Interim President, Phyllis 
came back to her first home: the English Department, and its many classrooms.  And she found in those 
classrooms, once again, the primary reason for everything she has done as both scholar and administrator: 
Skidmore’s students.  As a Professor, Phyllis is someone who can never stop thinking about how to work her 
next exciting idea into a course she’s teaching or soon will be.  For her, as for so many of us, the classroom has 
always been the space of new possibility, of discovery, whether in English, or Women’s Studies, or the First-
Year Seminar she co-taught with Bernie Possidente on “Human Origins.”  It would have been possible for her 
to coast in these post-Dean years, but she did, of course, the opposite.  She dedicated herself to new 
approaches, new courses, new questions, continually inventing a future both for herself, and for her students.  
The individual legacies of such dedication and intellectual curiosity are too many to map, too many to catalog.  
They are the product of a life’s commitment to the College, and its students.  They will go on and on. 
 
David Porter captures, as best as can be captured, this enduring legacy when he says, “for the good things that 
have happened at Skidmore in recent decades, I believe that there is no one who deserves more credit than 
does Phyllis Roth.”   
We can’t wait to see what future she invents next. 
 
 

illiam (Bill) Standish joined Skidmore in 1983, a time when there was no physics major or 
Physics Department at the College.  He was instrumental in establishing the physics major 
program (the first graduates of which processed at commencement in 1991), the expansion of the 
Dana Science Center in 1996 (for which he served as liaison between the science faculty and the 
architects and builders), the initiation of the hands-on “workshop” model of teaching General 

Physics, and the formation of an independent Department of Physics in 2004.   
Bill spent many years as department chair, beginning as chair of the combined Department of Chemistry & 
Physics in 1994, and returning as the first chair of the new Department of Physics in 2004—a term that 
included a comprehensive self-study and external review in 2006.  
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Not one to toot his own horn, Bill tends not to publicize the fact that he has published in a wide variety of 
venues, including prestigious journals such as Physical Review B and Physics Letters A, and that he holds a 
patent for a superconducting alloy of palladium.   His Ph.D. dissertation on the “Effect of hydrostatic pressure 
on transition temperature and upper critical field of superconducting indium-impregnated porous glass” placed 
him in the field of superconductivity just in time for the high-temperature superconductivity breakthroughs of 
the 1980s.   
 
Bill has taught and developed courses across the curriculum, from topical introductory courses like “Light & 
Color” to advanced senior theses.  He has taught the core eight-credit sequence of General Physics countless 
times, as well as the inaugural section of Honors General Physics.  He has been highly popular as the teacher 
of our intermediate-level Modern Physics course, where students are introduced to the upheavals of twentieth-
century physics, most notably relativity and quantum physics.  At the upper level, Bill has often taught 
Electricity & Magnetism, a course based on the Maxwell’s mathematical structure that not only united the 
phenomena of electrical fields and magnets, but also revealed the nature of light as oscillating electric and 
magnetic fields.     
Bill taught a timely interdisciplinary course on nuclear radiation and the environment that led to his recent 
Scribner Seminar course, “The Nuclear Legacy.”  This course examined, in Bill’s words, the fallout from the 
Nuclear Age—including nuclear energy, fission and fusion weapons (and the vehicles to deliver them), 
radionuclides for research and medical use, waste and environmental degradation, proliferation of nuclear 
materials, and nuclear terrorism.  
 
Bill has always been ready to prepare topics classes based on student demand, most recently a topics in 
engineering class.   A variety of independent studies and senior thesis projects supervised by Bill also stemmed 
from student interest in engineering, and include aerodynamics, solar energy technology, and the engineering 
of skis.  Other senior thesis projects have been based on Bill’s specialty in superconductivity and condensed-
matter physics: for example, “Investigation of Photoactivated Fluorescence in Silver Nanoclusters,” 
“Superconductivity in the YBCO System,” and “Superconducting Mercury Based Cuprates.” 
 
Bill’s service on campus has been unbelievably generous, including membership on the Committee on 
Appointments, Promotions, and Tenure; the Committee on Academic Freedom and Rights; the Committee on 
Faculty Governance; the Committee on Academic Standing; the Institutional Review Board; and the Health 
Professions Advisory Committee.  He has also been Coordinator of the Engineering Advisory Committee, 
Radiation Safety Officer, chair of the Porter Scholar Committee—and has served on the Program Abroad 
Committee, the Committee on Graduate Study and Fellowships, the Student Aid Committee, and the 
Subcommittee on Standards and Expectations (a subcommittee of the Committee on Educational Policies and 
Planning).  He has been active in professional societies as well, hosting meetings on the Skidmore campus for 
the New York State Section of the American Association of Physics Teachers and for the New York State 
Section of the American Physical Society, an organization for which he served as Executive Committee Chair 
and Section Archivist. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, Bill is one of the nicest people you could ever hope to meet.  Although it is 
impossible to imagine Skidmore Physics without Bill Standish, retirement will allow him time with his large 
and closely-knit family, lengthy versions of his annual vacation to the Thousand Islands, projects in his home 
workshop, and—we hope—relaxed enjoyment of the finer things in life.    
 
 

ue Van Hook came to Skidmore in 1992 with B.A. degrees in Botany and French and an M.A. in 
Biology from Humboldt State University.  Prior to her service at Skidmore, Sue was a conservationist 
and land steward for the Nature Conservancy and the Maine Coastal Heritage Trust.  A perfect fit for 
Skidmore’s “mind and hand” ethos, Sue has quite literally immersed her students, colleagues, and the 
broader community in nature, fostering not only an understanding of organisms and scientific principles, 

but also instilling appreciation for the importance and beauty of the most subtle life forms and natural 
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processes, along with a will to conserve.  A walk in the woods with Sue touches the mind and the heart 
through all of the senses.  

 
Sue has been an extraordinarily dedicated, compassionate, and effective teacher. In addition to contributing her 
ecological perspective, field expertise, and mycological prowess to the development and delivery of laboratory 
classes, she has also embraced and taught new methodologies and content essential to Biology’s evolving 
curriculum.  Students in the introductory Biology and Environmental Studies courses that she teaches come 
from the broadest of backgrounds, and are often in the thick of transition to college life.  Sue engages them 
with clear, confident, and animated presentations of material – and steadies them as they take on challenges.  
Students accept her high standards because they know that she truly supports and cares for them, both 
academically and personally.   

 
Going beyond the traditional classroom, Sue takes students on midwinter snowshoeing expeditions, a pre-
orientation Sustainable Farming & Forestry Service Program for first-year students, fungal forays, and 
interpretive walks of all stripes.  She initiates group missions of environmental stewardship in which 
participants don hip waders to battle invasive plants in Wilson Pond, tend trails, install signs, and learn that 
Skidmore’s North Woods is a repository of biological treasure (as Sue puts it, “not your average woodlot”), a 
sanctuary that refreshes the spirit, a rich natural laboratory central to our learning community, and a dynamic 
ecological community in need of steady, wise stewardship.  While in the field, Sue widens her collaborators’ 
perceptions of nature, particularly of what biologist E.O Wilson characterizes as the “little things that rule the 
world,” and students observe that “to save species is to study them closely and learn them well.”  Examples of 
the contagion of Sue’s passion and ethic abound.  Most recently, in the tropical cloud forest of Costa Rica, 
Sue’s former students immediately picked up on disturbances and threats to the forest, did not overlook the 
small important details, and snapped photographs of fungi to bring back for Sue.   
 
Sue is expert in the ways of fungi, actively working to see how their attributes might be harnessed for healing, 
ecological restoration, and "green" mycoproducts.  Her recent EPA and USDA funded work as mycological 
consultant for Ecovative Design, an RPI incubator program for the development of green building components 
and packaging using fungal mycelium, is testimony to Wilson’s dictum, “Love the organisms for themselves 
first, then strain for general explanations, and, with good fortune, discoveries will follow.”  Over her 
sabbatical, she collaborated with Skidmore students to determine optimum combinations of fungal species and 
agricultural waste substrate to make insulation and packaging material; this material can serve as a 
biodegradable replacement for polystyrene foam. Ecovative has used the data to inform their current 
production methods.  One collaborator in this work writes, “I am constantly amazed at Sue's technical 
knowledge of fungal biology, taxonomy, and cultivation. She also has this incredible ability to spot fungi in the 
wild. I've had the privilege of going on several collecting expeditions with Sue, and for a given piece of forest 
that I would walk right by she would spot at least three different kinds of fungi (which she would then proceed 
to identify and tell me all about). I would stand there, so impressed. She tells me it's practice; I think it's 
something more than that.”   
 
Sue is a campus and community leader in advocating responsible environmental stewardship, and her 
contributions were recognized with a 2007 President’s Award. She has chaired the Campus Environment 
Committee, served as its liaison to the IPPC, and advocated in many forums that college-wide policies and 
initiatives should be environmentally grounded.  Repeatedly, Sue has taken the lead in heightening awareness 
and forging alliances that have helped members of the College to better understand the value of natural assets 
such as the North Woods, and to pursue responsible stewardship of these assets. She actively promotes 
wellness and healing, organizing a Pathways to Wellness day for Skidmore.  She led Skidmore’s Focus the 
Nation campus initiative to highlight global warming and collaborated in hosting the 2001 Northeast 
Environmental Studies Conference at Skidmore.  She initiates and sustains projects to educate the community: 
interpretive walks in the woods, fungal forays, and botanical workshops for groups ranging across grade 
school students, Skidmore students, their families, alumni, and local community members. Sue’s leadership 
and labor were integral to establishing the Spirit in Nature meditation path behind Wilson Chapel.  Another 
lasting gift to our community is a guide to the natural laboratory she has worked so diligently to preserve: her 



book, Treasures of the North Woods, published in 2007, was nurtured, edited and brought to fruition by Sue 
over the course of seven years.   
 
In addition to serving as a fount of mycological and botanical expertise, Sue has been perceptive and 
responsive to the needs of her students and colleagues, touching us in ways that include humor, emotional 
openness, and wisdom; she holds us to high standards while energetically supporting our efforts.  A walk in the 
woods with Sue has become a standard part of a Biology Department interview: candidates in suits don their 
boots, relax a bit, and experience our natural laboratory, accompanied by a skilled interpreter.  Sue is 
committed to community at every level:  to her students, and colleagues, to community organizations, and to 
proactive stewardship of the Earth’s biota.  Always using her knowledge and insight to improve and sustain the 
communities of which she is a part, Sue is an indefatigable advocate for wellness and the environment.  Her 
generous spirit will be treasured always in the communities for which she has cared.   


