
Betty Balevic 
 
Few have served Skidmore College as long, loyally, and devotedly as Betty V. Balevic.  Betty 
came to Skidmore in 1969, joining the Department of Business as an Assistant Professor.  
Over the next 42 years, Betty taught a wide variety of courses in the Department, including 
Marketing, Business Strategy, Non-profit Management, International Marketing, and Retail 
Management.  She served many terms as Chair of the Business Department, served on 
numerous college committees, and worked often with UWW students; many of her 
colleagues will no doubt remember her travelling to New York's prisons to teach in the 
UWW programs there.   
 
Before coming to Skidmore, Betty had already had a career in retail management and 
merchandising, working for some years at Montgomery Ward and other retailers.  She 
earned a Bachelor of Science from Syracuse University and a Masters in Business Education 
from the State University of Albany.  She also held teaching positions at Albany Business 
College, Empire State College, and the St. Rose Graduate School of Management. 
 
Betty has the distinction of being among those few Skidmore professors who have literally 
taught generations of Skidmore students; on more than a few occasions she has found 
herself teaching the sons and daughters of former students.    And with Betty, it was first, 
foremost, and always about her students.  She loved them and they reciprocated.  Betty was 
an exemplary mentor and advisor to her students and to her junior colleagues as well.   This 
is clearly in evidence when alums return to campus.  We often find them wandering the 
halls of Palamountain looking for . . . of course, Betty Balevic.  They find her office and settle 
in for a chat, still comfortable in doing that even after many years.  In many ways, her legacy 
is best captured in her close and enduring relationships with past students.  They would 
return to campus to speak in her classes, serve as professional mentors to her top students, 
and offer internships and job opportunities.  To them, and many of us, Betty remains very 
much a part of this wonderful institution.      
 
No summary of Betty Balevic's career at Skidmore can ignore her legendary work ethic.  No 
one worked harder, or matched Betty in her willingness to take on more than her share of 
the work. Most of this work was neither glamorous nor high profile, but she did not do it to 
be noticed or praised, but to get the job done.  Betty could always be counted upon for that.      
 
In sum, Betty Balevic served this institution with a dedication that was exemplary and a 
commitment that was total.  She demonstrated for us what it means to be a mentor and a 
friend.  Her relationships with faculty, students, and staff across all disciplines were 
numerous, productive and enduring.  Her ability to listen, to empathize, and to identify with 
people from diverse backgrounds allowed her to serve as an informal advisor and sounding 
board to many.  As a teacher, mentor, community member, colleague and friend, Betty 
Balevic made Skidmore a better place.  
 
 


