
Bill Fox 
 
Bill Fox’s name evokes any number of firsts, some admittedly more profound than others, but firsts 
nonetheless. One of the least substantive, but perhaps most admirable, is first to campus.  Bill takes 
pride in his “early riser” status and will concede his place as the first faculty or academic staff member 
to arrive at the office only when confronted by irrefutable evidence or retirement, whichever comes 
first. 
 
Bill also taught the first-ever College course on Bob Dylan.  It was as well the first and only time Bill 
offered the class; the experience burned him out so severely that for twenty years this lover of folk 
music and Café Lena regular would have little to do with the folk master. 
 
More profoundly, Bill was among the first authors to use “Black” to refer to African-Americans on the 
pages of the American Sociological Review, his discipline’s flagship journal, in 1970, and he was 
among the first recipients of a College President’s Award when they were established in 1997.  He 
was also the chair who shepherded the Social Work Program into existence, an effort that earned him 
an honorary degree from the program. 
 
The number two also comes to mind with Bill.  His 1970 article was one of only two ever published 
by a Skidmore professor in the American Sociological Review.  Bill was the second person on campus 
to be given a desk top computer and was somewhat grudgingly allowed to teach in the Skidmore-in-
London program not once but twice. 
 
It only seems fitting to frame a quantitative sociologist’s accomplishments in numbers, but Bill’s 
world is about more than statistics—despite the fact that his statistics textbook is now in its fourth 
edition and has been translated into French.  Numerous would-be faculty members in his department 
have been given an historical tour of Saratoga Springs with Bill as their guide, and his love of history 
does not stop there.  As a folklorist, Bill has written historical treatments, including Saratoga Potato 
Chip legends—he still receives requests for reprints of that article—as well as on fakelore: phony 
folklore.  It is only fitting that folklorist Bill would pick up that most folksie of instruments, the banjo, 
a few years ago. 
 
Bill’s career has touched so many students’ lives, but perhaps the remembrances of one them stand out 
above the others both for their insight and for the source.  Long-time staff member Chris McGill 
recalls, "I will always be grateful to Bill for his thoughtful guidance and encouragement when, in the 
early ’90’s, I decided to join the ranks of Skidmore students.  I found myself in his stats class and, not 
surprisingly, totally out of my element. Tables, charts, graphs, medians, and the like seemed a foreign 
language to me.  But Bill mustered up all of his patience and helped me navigate through this 
unfamiliar territory.  It was tough, but I did it…and as a result, Bill and I forged a friendship not only 
over data but over our common interest in folk music.  He started out my teacher and ended up my 
friend and music buddy.  His retirement brings a huge loss to the institution, but mostly it’s a huge 
loss to the students he’s guided so brilliantly, both young and old, throughout his time at Skidmore.  I 
will be forever grateful." 
 
Those students whom Chris mentions continue to keep in touch with Bill, and they and their 
accomplishments are marks of pride for him. 
 
While his students are the centerpiece of Bill’s career, he accomplished more than most of us could 
dream of as a scholar and a community member.  He authored or co-authored more than twenty 
scholarly publications, was awarded numerous faculty development grants and others from the Mellon 
and Exxon foundations.  A self-described “committee junkie,” Bill served on CAPTS (as it was then 
known), CEPP, CAFR, FPPC, and even the ominously named “Investigative Committee.”  Bill also 
chaired our department so many times that he lost count—it is four, for a total of 13 years out of his 



35 here. 
 
Perhaps no one sums up Bill's legacy better than Sheldon Stryker, Bill's Ph.D. dissertation chair and a 
great name in sociology.  Shel wrote, "One of the earliest students for whom I served as dissertation 
director, Bill Fox has also reigned as an all-time favorite.  I know why: for me to say some sociologist 
is a 'real pro' accords the highest honor I can personally bestow. As a student, Bill showed strong 
promise of moving in that direction. In his subsequent professional career, he made good on that 
promise." 
 
Bill has lived and breathed Skidmore.  He reads colleagues’ works and makes an effort to get to know 
them—and those are the ones outside of his department.  He nurtures relationships with professors, 
staff members, and students alike.  Generous with praise, ever considerate, constantly curious: Bill 
Fox is, indeed, a real pro. 
 


