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Charles M. Joseph came to Skidmore College in 1985 as a Professor of Music after serving as an 
Associate Professor of Music and Department Chair at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, 
Texas and as Assistant Professor Williams College.  Chuck quickly gained a reputation at Skidmore as 
diligent leader, a gifted pianist, a respected and prolific scholar, and a dedicated teacher who arrived at 
the College long before sunrise.   

He chaired the Department from 1986 through 1991, whereupon he spent his 1991-92 sabbatical in 
Basel, Switzerland at the Paul Sacher Stiftung, home of the Igor Stravinsky archives.  His research on 
the music of Igor Stravinsky was first published in his 1983 book, Stravinsky and the Piano (UMI 
Research Press, Ann Arbor, Michigan).  Since then his work has appeared in several journals 
including Music Theory Spectrum, The Journal of Musicology, The Journal of Music Theory, College 
Music Symposium, The Piano Quarterly, The Musical Quarterly, and in other journals, anthologies 
and numerous encyclopedias.  Chuck delivered Skidmore's Moseley lecture in the spring of 1993.  In 
1995 Skidmore appointed him to the William R. Kenan Endowed Chair in Liberal Arts.  Beginning 
with a 1998-99 sabbatical, his more recent interests have focused on Stravinsky's collaborations with 
the choreographer George Balanchine.  During the 1999-2000 academic year, Chuck was named the 
Howard D. Rothschild Visiting Fellow at Harvard University's Theatre Collection.  His presentations 
on the Stravinsky/Balanchine ballets have been delivered at Lincoln Center, at the New York 
Historical Society, Oberlin College, The Manhattan School of Music, The Stravinsky Festival of the 
Kansas City Ballet, on National Public Radio, and as part of a documentary film produced by The 
George Balanchine Foundation.   

His publications include the chapters entitled "Diaghilev and Stravinsky," from The Ballets Russes 
and Its World (Yale University Press, 1999), and, "The Making of Agon," from Dance in the City: 50 
Years of the New York City Ballet (Columbia University Press, 1999).  Yale University Press 
published his Stravinsky Inside Out (September 2001) and Stravinsky and Balanchine: The Journey of 
Invention in the spring of 2002.  Stravinsky and Balanchine: A Journey of Invention was featured on 
the cover of the New York Times Book Review section and received praises such as, “Joseph, a master 
of an elegant and refreshingly courteous prose… is an intrepid researcher who seems to have read 
every book that touches on these two men and their times, and has spoken to every living person who 
was close to them.”  His other book, Stravinsky Inside Out, received rave reviews from publications 
such as the New Yorker and London’s Sunday Times.  

Many milestones marked Chuck’s tenure at Skidmore College.  His deep involvement with nearly 
every aspect of the college, his keen communication skills, his sense of humor, calm demeanor and 
sense of fairness made him a natural choice for the positions he held, ranging from Music Department 
Chair, to Associate Dean and then Dean of the Faculty, to Vice President for Academic Affairs.   His 
vision and selfless thinking allowed him to make a significant impact in all his leadership roles.   

As Department Chair, he quickly recognized that several part-time performance instructors were 
working full time-loads without benefits, sabbatical leaves, or livable salaries.  He lobbied the College 
and eventually won the creation of fulltime Artist-in-Residence positions, giving them not only greatly 
deserved benefits, but also a voice in the music faculty and an involvement in the greater college 
community.  He also oversaw significant changes in the Music curriculum and the growth of the 
department, embracing of a holistic vision of how music theory, history, ethnography, and 
performance could come together.  Chuck’s contributions to the college included participation and 
chairing important college committees such as CEPP. 

Long before ground was broken for the Zankel Music Center, Chuck saw the need for and began 
planning for a new music building.  Nearly two decades ago, as Music Department Chair he 
recognized the steady increase of interest in the study of music, the constant growth of course 
offerings and faculty needed to deliver them, and the need for a concert hall worthy of the world-class 



performances Skidmore offers our community.  It was Chuck’s vision and patience that started the 
wheels turning for an improved music building and it was Chuck, years later in the role of Vice 
President for Academic Affairs who was able to get the job started.  The magnificent new Zankel 
Music Center that now stands next to its humble predecessor is in no small part a result of Chuck 
Joseph’s vision and leadership.  

Chuck is an exceptional pianist.  He possesses an effortless technique to be sure, but the real magic of 
his performances is in his musicianship.  Those who are fortunate enough to hear him to hear him 
know that he delivers exquisite interpretations with great warmth and genuine beauty.  Having earned 
a Bachelor of Music and Master of Music degrees in piano performance, he has performed in 
countless settings.  He was concerto soloist with the Albany Symphony Orchestra and the Skidmore 
Orchestra, and was a founding member of the Williams Trio.  He was an original member of the 
Saratoga Chamber Players, a group that continues to thrive some 20 years after he and his musical 
partners formed it.  He has given numerous solo and chamber performances here at Skidmore, 
including one very memorable evening when he was the guest pianist with his daughter Amy’s string 
quartet.  And if you were in the music building early enough, it was always a pleasure to hear him 
start his workday by playing a Bach Prelude. 

Perhaps Chuck made his biggest impact on Skidmore College as a teacher.  He quickly earned a 
reputation for not only his deep knowledge and wisdom, but also for genuine enthusiasm for his 
topics, which even at 8:00 a.m. generated great energy and excitement in his students.  He was always 
demanding, but with a quiet, respectful tone.  His vast musical knowledge and experiences allowed 
him to teach a wide variety of courses that included basic music theory, advanced music theory topics 
such as counterpoint and analysis, music history surveys on topics as diverse as 20th-century music, 
American Music, Baroque Music, seminars on his beloved Stravinsky, and courses for the Liberal 
Studies program, such as the team-taught Balanchine and Stravinsky.  Chuck will always stand out as 
one of best loved and most respected teachers in the music department.   

Above all, Chuck has been a wonderful colleague.  His easy going demeanor and his wonderfully dry 
sense of humor make him one of people that makes you feel good about coming to work. With all he 
has accomplished, he is never boastful, but instead will be sincerely interested in what you might be 
working on.  You may however, hear him boast about one thing—his family.  His twin daughters 
Amy and Jennifer, along with his new grandchildren have brought great joy into Chuck’s life and he 
really wears it.  In fact, as he was transitioning out of his office this past semester, for weeks it 
appeared to be completely empty, with one exception-photos of his daughters, and his grandchildren.  
We certainly hope he will enjoy watching them grow in his retirement. 

 


