
Marty Canavan   
 
Martin J. “Marty” Canavan arrived at Skidmore in 1979 hired to fill the fifth full- time tenure track 
position in the Business Department and the first Certified Public Accountant with a master’s degree 
to join the College faculty. He brought an array of prior college teaching experience and a varied 
business background which included work for the United States Treasury Department, public 
accounting experience and several entrepreneurial endeavors.    
 
Marty relished the opportunity to teach in a liberal arts college and early on involved himself in what 
eventually became the Department’s introductory cornerstone course known as MB107. Over time he 
continued to teach the course which is presented in a case based format, was active as a frequent 
course Faculty Coordinator, and edited two editions of the course text reader. Other schools have 
emulated the concept to craft their own course iterations. The course’s evolution brought together 
faculty, students, staff, and important Skidmore friends and alumni culminating each term with the 
off-campus formal student executive presentation.    
 
Other teaching assignments included a medley of accounting courses and a course in entrepreneurship. 
The latter usually contained a comprehensive team business plan assignment reflecting Marty’s 
approach to blending the applied with the theoretical. In addition, scores of invited guest entrepreneurs 
spoke to students over the years. He was also active in several professional associations and made 
presentations before the American Accounting Association, the British Accounting Association, and 
the Organizational Behavior Teaching Conference among others.   
 
Skidmore also offered a platform for Marty to nurture his avid interest in travel and knowledge of 
global business. Conversations about their experiences in China with now retired English Professor 
Murray Levith and Tina Levith led Marty to spend  a term at the University of Petroleum in the 
People’s Republic of China presenting a series of lectures focusing on entrepreneurship to 
undergraduate and graduate management students.  Earlier Marty served as the Director for the 
Skidmore Term Abroad Program in London.  More recently, he assisted colleague Professor James 
Kennelly with a course that focused on Ireland and accompanied two dozen students during their 
sojourn to the Emerald Isle. In each instance and others he brought the experiences back to the 
classroom to share with his students.   
 
Regarding departmental matters, Marty took pride in making ongoing contributions to its evolution 
and growth including seeing the number of tenure track positions increase over time.  Indeed, the 
college’s first endowed chair came to the department in the early 1980s. Over time he became, with 
others, a strong advocate in support of AACSB accreditation. As an early part of this process major 
changes and initiatives were crafted in all facets of curriculum and faculty matters. Critical changes 
implemented especially in faculty recruitment and development allowed the department to emerge in 
its strongest form in the most recent decade. Marty enjoyed the hard work and challenges associated 
with his three years as department chair during a facet of this period of tremendous change. 
Marty’s greatest pleasure was teaching in the classroom where he was viewed as an excellent 
communicator. He often found innovative ways to convey the material at hand. He particularly 
enjoyed the day-to-day dynamics of the classroom. Furthermore, he appreciated the student advising 
process and advised hundreds of student over three plus decades. He strongly encouraged students to 
study abroad as a keen way to broaden their horizons. 
 
Daniel Montante, Class of 1995, summed up his experience with Marty like this.  “I met Professor 
Canavan during my sophomore year when I was contemplating a study abroad program in Hong 
Kong.  Back then Skidmore students typically didn’t look to the Far East for   junior year abroad 
experiences.  Not only did Marty insist on writing a compelling teacher recommendation to support 
my application, but his enthusiasm for what lay ahead of me and its potential life-changing impact, 
confirmed that I was making the right decision.  A few months later I landed in Hong Kong, but 



within a week I was convinced that I had made a terrible mistake.  I hit a low feeling homesick and 
lost in a sea of foreign faces.  Then an amazing thing happened.  My phone rang.  My first phone call 
in Hong Kong was from Professor Canavan checking to see if he could take me to dinner the 
following day!  He was on a multi-country tour of Asia and deliberately carved out time to catch up. 
That evening marked a dramatic shift for me and my outlook on my overseas experience.  It’s great to 
meet trusted advisor 7,000 miles from home.  But it’s amazing if that trusted advisor can also open 
your eyes to the experiences lying ahead, and inject you with a huge shot of energy.  Professor 
Canavan did this for me – while sharing healthy portion of beef rice noodles and fish head soup.” 
 
Marty’s contributions to the department will continue through informal mentoring of the current 
faculty as well as his profound influence on the MB107 and Accounting programs within the business 
major. 
 


