
Regis Brodie 

Regis Brodie joined the Ceramics area of the Art Department at Skidmore College in 1969.  For 41 ½ 
years Regis has had a profound influence on our students, the College and the community.  For 35 of 
those years, 1972 – 2006, Regis also Directed the Summer SIX Art Program, the forerunner of 
Skidmore’s current vibrant summer programming.  

When Regis began his career at Skidmore he was a newly minted graduate, receiving his M.F.A. 
(1969), in Ceramics, with a minor in Sculpture, from the Tyler School of Art in Philadelphia. He 
earned his B.S. in Art Education (1965) and M.Ed. in Painting with a minor in Ceramics (1966) from 
Indiana University in Pennsylvania. 

Regis was drawn to Skidmore because he felt it was a unique opportunity to make a difference and 
build a specialized area within the department.  As an eager junior faculty member, Regis quickly 
expanded the facility on the old campus, raising enrollments considerably and engaging the 
community in the studio expansion.  He began with one wheel and a couple of electric kilns on the old 
campus and worked with the Skidmore mason and carpenters to revamp the studio and build a new 
gas kiln. With the opportunity to move to the new campus Regis was ready to design and develop a 
premier ceramics area with greater capabilities. His expertise, enthusiasm, and ability to engage the 
individual for the greater good became the driving force for developing a state of the art ceramics 
facility at Skidmore.  Regis was personally involved in the designing of the kilns and honed his 
expertise to then write a seminal book on kiln building and ceramics. "The Energy-Efficient Potter" 
published in 1982 was considered an important book on kiln technology. He received tenure at 
Skidmore in 1975 and was awarded promotion to full professor in 1983. 

For the past four decades Regis has created a unique synergy in the ceramics studio that has benefitted 
Skidmore students, faculty, staff, and the Saratoga community.  He has been truly revered and beloved 
by his students. His generous spirit and love for teaching has guided many to make ceramics their life 
long calling. Students of all ages have blossomed as artists through his teaching.  Regis adapted an 
Eastern Master/ Apprentice structure to his teaching methods that helped him share his practice in the 
studio with his students.  Even when in the studio making his art he always took the time to talk to and 
encourage those who wanted to learn. 
  
Through the Office of the Dean of Special Programs, Regis began the Continuing Education 
Program.   By offering night classes to members of the Saratoga community as well as Skidmore staff 
and faculty Regis brought another level of experience to the educational environment.  These students 
profess heartily that they spent the best years of their lives working with Regis and Skidmore.  In 1972 
as a way to provide exciting options not offered during the school year, Regis was instrumental in 
developing the Summer SIX Art Program.  With Regis’ unique drive, energy and determination and 
the support of Don McCormack, Summer SIX grew and flourished.  Through Summer SIX Regis 
sought and brought to campus world-renowned artists such as Grace Hartigan, Leon Golub, Peter 
Voulkos and Phililp Guston.  Some such as Toshiko Takaezu developed longstanding and beloved 
relationships with the college.  Toshiko’s continued involvement with Skidmore and generous spirit of 
engaging our students in the production of her art are true expressions of gratitude to Regis and 
Skidmore. 
 
As the Director of Summer SIX, Regis also began the Summer SIX Art Fellows Program in which 
high school art teachers would receive an artist residency at Skidmore to develop their own work. The 
“Fellows” brought a great deal of their Skidmore experiences back to their own students sending many 
of them in turn to Skidmore for their undergraduate degree. To recognize his accomplishments in the 
Art Fellows Program, Regis was given a Special Citation Award in 2005 from the New York State Art 
Teachers Association for contributing significantly to the field of Art Education in New York State. 



 Through Summer SIX Regis also established an exchange with students and faculty from the 
University of Wales Institute in Cardiff, UK and through Skidmore’s study abroad program in Spain. 

Regis’s art has been exhibited throughout the world at the American Craft Museum, the Craft and 
Folk Art Museum, SOFA – International Exposition of Sculpture Objects and Functional Art, and at 
the “3rd International Biennale- 2005”, World Ceramic Exposition Foundation, Icheon, Korea and at 
Harvard. He is represented by Loveed Fine Arts, NY, James Gallery , PA, and L’attitude Gallery in 
Boston. He was one of ten ceramic artists invited from 5 different countries to participate in the 2004 
& 2005 Residency Program, International Symposium –“Outdoor Ceramic Sculpture” at the World 
Ceramic Exposition Foundation in Yeoju, Korea. Regis was also a “Visiting Fellow at the University 
of Wales Institute, Cardiff, UK, in May 2001. 

       Regis’ work is included in international and national museum and university collections including 
Escuela de Arte Francisco Alcantara, (National School of Ceramics), Madrid, Spain , Museo de 
Ceramica, (National Ceramics Museum of Spain), Barcelona, Spain, the Regional Museum of Art, 
Tula, Russia, the Embassy of the United States of America, Cairo, Egypt, the Albany Institute of 
History and Art, Delaware Art Museum, Long Beach Museum of Art and the Utah Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

In 1988 Regis was the Edwin M. Moseley Faculty Research lecturer.  In his lecture he demonstrated 
his creative vision with the mastery and finesse for which he is renowned.  Regis’s lectures share his 
knowledge of the history of ceramics, his technical mastery, his inspirations and ideas in a unique and 
charismatic way.  He has lectured internationally presenting in Japan, Korea, France, Italy, Ireland, 
England, Spain and Sweden.  Nationally he has lectured in New Mexico, Arizona, California, Illinois, 
Virginia and Hawaii to name but a few. 

      Regis has contributed articles to ceramics journals including “Ceramics Monthly” and “the Studio 
Potter” and Mastering the Craft a book by Richard Zakin.  His beautiful ceramic work is 
photographically reproduced in over 25 publications. 

While his professional career skyrocketed, Regis has always had the Art Department and the College 
at the forefront of his service.  As a testament to his devotion he was awarded the 1st Ella Vandyke 
Tuthill Endowed Chair in Studio Art.  He has served on CAPT, CEPP, and many Department 
committees and has been a very important voice for the Arts at Skidmore throughout his career. 
  
As a devoted father of four and grandfather to many, Regis along with Becky, his wife of over forty 
years, has an extended and admiring family at Skidmore.  The thousands of students, faculty and 
friends thank you Regis for your many, many heartfelt years at Skidmore. 
 


